POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

given the order, but that General Miaja had not inter-
preted it correctly. Consequently he left the business to
my judgment, and I naturally decided not to free those
who had been guilty of the offence.

When these two most disagreeable points had been
cleared up, we had a long conversation of which I here
reproduce the most interesting part:

Prime Minister: Will you please give me your opinion on
the general situation. General.

Colonel Casado: I consider, Prime Minister, that it is
necessary to wind up the War, because the people wish
it, and because it would be a crime of Use patrie to
continue shedding blood uselessly, subjecting every-
one to conditions of such terrible sacrifice. As for the
heroic civic population of Madrid it is suffering from
such ghastly hunger that the most terrible con-
sequences cannot long be delayed. One must
remember that throughout the whole of the year 1938
and these months of 1939, the quantity of food
allowed to each person has been 100 grms. of pro-
visions and 150 grins, of bread per day, that those in
charge of the food supplies have not milk for children
of less than a year old and I have had to give them the
milk reserves which we were keeping for soldiers in
hospital. Also, that the civil population lacks fuel and
only manages \\ith almost insuperable difficulty to
eat any cooked food, and that the poor people have
recourse to the electric current. The disproportionate
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